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11.    The China ships, which were sent here this season by the Presi-
dent and Council at Fort St. George to receive and carry supplies of rice
to that Presidency, were all dispatched as soon as they could be laden,
and in time, as it was hoped, to deliver their cargoes and pursue their
voyages to China.    But the Kent, Latham and Chesterfield were obliged,
by stress of weather or leaks, to return;  and we immediately wrote to
the President and Council at Fort St. George desiring
Consultation 23rd      them  to  send Qther  ships  to  supply   their  places tkat
the supercargoes at Canton might suffer no dis-
appointment from their non-arrivaL We understand that the General
Coote, Montague and Francis have been dispatched accordingly. The
Kent and Latham afterwards attempted again and sailed for Madras, but
the Chesterfield being too leaky to proceed was brought up to town and
unloaded. We in consequence discharged her from the service, but
Captain Boswell having lately reported her to be fit to proceed to Bombay
according to her original destination, we have ordered her to be laden
with rice for the garrison at Mangalore, and with the remainder of the
stores which are to be conveyed to the Presidency of Bombay.
12.     Mr. James Dewar, late Purser of the Dartmouth Indiaman which
was lost on the island of Car Nicobar, having brought us the intelligence
of that unhappy event with a letter from the captain  and one of the
passengers expressive of the great activity and successful -exertions which
he had shewn in saving the lives and providing for the relief of the
people on board even at the risk of his own person, and the total neglect
of his own property which was consequently lost, we were induced to
grant him an allowance of 200 rupees per month for his subsistence,
during the time he might be necessitated to reside here, and 1000 rupees
for the payment of his passage to England.   The conduct of Mr. Dewar
in this affair appears to have been so exemplary and meritorious that we
think it a justice due to recommend him to your notice,
13.    Captain Maxwell, commander of the Hinchinbrooke, applied to
Consultation ist       us some time since for a remission of the Company's
May.                           duties on  his private  trade,  urging  the plea  of  its
having been granted to other ships of the same season which had been
more fortunate in making their passages to India, but your orders pro-
hibiting such indulgence were before us and prevented our complying
with his request.
14.    An account of the Company's property on board the Hinchin-
brooke, at the period of her recapture by Commodore Johnston's fleet,
having been prepared by the proper officers and laid
Consultation sand     before us we have ordered a conditional Company's
eptem er.                  ^^ ^ ^ drawn out for i/8th part of it, or current
rupees 36,056-10-6, being the amount of salvage claimed by the recaptors.
It bears date from the iyth June 1785, and is payable on the arrival of
a formal and legal decree of the Court of Admiralty establishing their
right to it, otherwise of no effect.